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EXAMINER 'S AMENDMENT 

1 . Claims 1 - 1 8 are allowed. 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 
CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee. 

3. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Joel H Lehrer on 04/04/2007. 

4. The application has been amended as follow: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 . A method for authorizing access by a user to a resource over a wireless local area 
network, comprising the steps of: 

setting access privileges to the resource for a cluster of users of the wireless local area 
network, wherein the cluster is indicative of the user's role in an organization and the access 
privileges represent data access rights of members of the cluster to the resource; 

receiving a request from a device controlled by the user to access the resource over the 
wireless local area network, the user having a membership in the cluster, and the request 
including a user identifier for the user and a device identifier for the device making the request; 

locating session context information based on the device identifier, the session context 
information having been associated with the device identifier during a previous wireless session; 

locating access privileges in response to the user identifier and the device identifier in the 
received request based on the device identifier, the user identifier, and the cluster; and 
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using the located access privileges and data contained in the session context information 
to authorize a current session between the device and the resource. 

2. A system comprising a digital processor for authorizing access by a user to a resource 
over a wireless local area network, the system comprising: 

a gateway application executing on the digital processor for setting access privileges to 
the resource for a cluster of users of the wireless local area network , wherein the cluster is 
indicative of the user's role in an organization and the access privileges represent data access 
rights of members of the cluster to the resource; and 

a communications interface coupled with the digital processor for receiving a request 
from a device controlled by the user to access the resource over the wireless local area network, 
the user having a membership in the cluster, and the request including a user identifier for the 
user and a device identifier for the device making the request, 

the gateway application being responsive to the user identifier and the device identifier in 
the received request and: 

(i) locating session context information based on the device identifier, the session 
context information having been associated with the device identifier during a previous wireless 
session; 

(ii) locating access privileges based on the device identifier, the user identifier, 
and the cluster; and 

(iii) using the located access privileges and data contained in the session context 
information to authorize a current session between the device and the resource. 
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3. A computer program product that includes a computer usable medium having computer 
program instructions stored thereon for authorizing access by a user to a resource over a wireless 
local area network, such that the computer program instructions, when performed by a digital 
processor, cause the digital processor to: 

set access privileges to the resource for a cluster of users of the wireless local area 
network, wherein the cluster is indicative of the user's role in an organization and the access 
privileges represent data access rights of members of the cluster to the resource; 

receive a request from a device controlled by the user to access the resource over the 
wireless local area network, the user having a membership in the cluster, and the request 
including a user identifier for the user and a device identifier for the device making the request; 

locate, in response to the device identifier, session context information associated with 
the device identifier during a previous wireless session; 

locate, in response to the user identifier and the device identifier in the received request, 
access privileges based on the device identifier, the user identifier, and the cluster; and 

use the located access privileges and data contained in the session context information to 
authorize a current session between the device and the resource. 

4. A method for managing context information for a wireless local area network, 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving a request to access the resource over the wireless local area network, the 
request including a device identifier for a device making the request; 

locating, in response to the received request, session context information associated with 
the device identifier, the session context information having been assigned to the device during a 
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previous wireless session between the device and the resource and including access privileges 
associated with a cluster of users, wherein the cluster is indicative of the users' role in an 
organization and the access privileges represent data access rights of members of the cluster to 
the resource; and 

providing the session context information to the device, thereby facilitating 
authentication of a current session between the device and the resource , based at least in part on 
the session context information and the access privileges . 

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the wireless local area network is based on a radio 
frequency suitable for use in local wireless communications. 

6. The method of claim 4, wherein communications over the wireless local area network are 
based on a spread-spectrum technique based on a carrier frequency greater than about 2,000 
megahertz. 

7. The method of claim 4, wherein the device identifier is a unique identification number. 

8. . The method of claim 4, wherein the session context information includes an internet 
protocol address assigned to the device in the previous wireless session. 

9. The method of claim 4, wherein the access privileges associated with a cluster of users 
was set for the cluster in a previous request to access the resource. 
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10. The method of claim 4, wherein the device is a voice-enabled communications device, 
and the gateway server is adapted for voice-enabled network communications. 

1 1 . A system comprising a digital processor for managing context information for a wireless 
local area network, the system comprising: 

a communications interface coupled with the digital processor for receiving a request to 
access the resource over the wireless local area network, the request including a device identifier 
for a device making the request; and 

a gateway application executing on the digital processor, in response to the received 
request, the gateway application locating session context information associated with the device 
identifier, the session context information associated with a previous wireless session between 
the device and the resource and including access privileges associated with a cluster of users, 
wherein the cluster is indicative of the users' role in an organization and the access privileges 
represent data access rights of members of the cluster to the resource, and providing the session 
context information and access privileges to authorize a current session between the device and 
the resource based thereon . 

12. The system of claim 11, wherein the wireless local area network is based on a radio 
frequency suitable for use in local wireless communications. 

' 13, The system of claim 11, wherein communications over the wireless local area network 
are based on a spread-spectrum technique based on a carrier frequency greater than about 2,000 
megahertz. 
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14. The system of claim 11, wherein the device identifier is a unique identification number. 

15. The system of claim 11, wherein the session context information includes an internet 
protocol address assigned to the device in the previous wireless session. 

16. The system of claim 11, wherein the access privileges associated with a cluster of users 
was set for the cluster in a previous request to access the resource. 

17. The system of claim 1 1 , wherein the device is a voice-enabled communications device, 
and the gateway server is adapted for voice-enabled network communications. 

18. A computer program product that includes a computer usable medium having computer 
program instructions stored thereon for managing context information for a wireless local area 
network, such that the computer program instructions, when performed by a digital processor, 
cause the digital processor to: 

receive a request to access the resource over the wireless local area network, the request 
including a device identifier for a device making the request; 

locate, in response to the received request, session context information associated with 
the device identifier, the session context information associated with a previous wireless session 
between the device and the resource and including access privileges associated with a cluster of 
users, wherein the cluster is indicative of the users' role in an organization and the access 
privileges represent data access rights of members of the cluster to the resource; and 
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initiating a current session between the device and the resource based at least in part on 
the session context information and the access privileges . 

Reason for allowance 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art of record 
does not teach locating session context information based on the device identifier, the 
session context information having been associated with the device identifier during a 
previous wireless session; locating access privileges in response to the user identifier and 
the device identifier in the received request based on the device identifier, the user 
identifier, and the cluster; and using the located access privileges and data contained in 
the session context information to authorize a current session between the device and the 
resource, in lights of other limitation described in independent claims 1, 2 and 3. The 
prior art of record does not teach locating, in response to the received request, session 
context information associated with the device identifier, the session context information 
having been assigned to the device during a previous wireless session between the device 
and the resource and including access privileges associated with a cluster of users, 
wherein the cluster is indicative of the users' role in an organization and the access 
privileges represent data access rights of members of the cluster to the resource; and 
providing the session context information to the device, thereby facilitating 
authentication of a current session between the device and the resource, based on the 
access privileges and the session context information, in lights of other limitation 
described in independent claims 4, 1 1, and 18. 
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6. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany 
the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of 
Reasons for Allowance." 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Liang-che Alex Wang whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3992. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 8:30 am 
to 5:00 pm. 

8. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on (571)272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

9. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free).. 

Liang-che. Alex Wang 
April 11,2007 




